



[image: image1.jpg]Brislington Village
Pre-School




Special Educational Needs (SEN) Policy
Reviewed November 2024
Statement of Intent
We will at Brislington Village Pre-School provide full access to the foundation curriculum for children with special educational needs.
Aims

We aim to ensure that any child with special educational needs has their needs met.  They will be offered full access to a broad, balanced, and relevant education at the foundation stage. 

The SENCO (special educational needs team) at Brislington Village Pre-School are Nicola Aldridge and Mel Malley.
The SENCO role

· The SENCO has completed/will complete the relevant training
·  Is responsible for monitoring the needs and progress of children with SEN.

· The SENCO will ensure that liaison takes place with parents/carers and with appropriate professionals as well as ensuring that the setting is up to date with current legislation and practice.

· The SENCO will ensure that staff are aware of the procedure if they have a concern about the child.

· Attend appropriate training/meetings and share this with staff

· Coordinate the provision for children with SEN within the setting.
Methods

Admission Arrangements
For admission arrangements, parents and carers of children with special educational needs/disabilities are invited to the preschool to meet the staff and view the setting and facilities. At this informal meeting parents/carers and staff can discuss planning provisions that will meet the child’s special educational needs. At Brislington Village Preschool staff aim to work closely in partnership with parents and carers and listen to their views. 

Facilities, staffing, and Training
At Brislington Village Pre-School there is disabled access and there are disabled toilets in the setting.

Staffing at the Village Pre-School

· One Director/owner
· Two Managers
· One Deputy Manager
· Four part-time Early Years Practitioners

· One Office Manager/Early Years Practitioner
· One Apprentice

All staff continue their professional development. All further professional development training is recorded for each member of staff.

Curriculum Resources and the Learning Environment
The foundation stage curriculum is organised into seven areas of learning:

Personal, social, and emotional development;

Communication and language;
Literacy;

Mathematics;

Understanding of the world;

Physical development;

Expressive arts and design.

At Brislington Village Pre-School we have access to a wide range of curriculum resources.  Well-planned play is the key to which all our children with support can learn with enjoyment and challenge.

We aim to ensure that the learning environment is vibrant, purposeful, challenging, and supportive to help our children develop into confident and successful learners. For all children attending Brislington Village Pre-School, we will endeavour to help them make good progress toward the early learning goals in all seven areas of learning.

Identification and assessment of Special Educational Needs

Needs will be identified and support provided as early as possible.
Where the setting identifies a child as having SEN we will work in partnership with the parents/carers to establish the support the child needs. 

Once it has been identified that a child has special educational needs/disabilities, the preschool staff will devise interventions that are additional or different from those provided as part of the setting's usual curriculum offer and strategies. This is called SEND support (Graduated approach). 
If the intervention does not enable the child to make satisfactory progress the SENCO may need to seek advice and support from external agencies.    

Parents are informed at all stages when their child is identified as having SEN. Parents are encouraged to contribute their knowledge and understanding of their child and raise any concerns they may have about their child’s needs and the provision that is being made for them.

The effectiveness of the support and its impact on the child’s progress should be reviewed in line with the agreed date. The impact and quality of the support should be evaluated by the practitioner and the SENCO working with the child’s parents/carers and taking into account the child’s views. They should agree on any changes to the outcomes and support for the child in light of the child’s progress and development. Parents/carers should have clear information about the impact of the support provided and be involved in planning the next steps. 

This cycle of action should be revisited in increasing detail and with increasing frequency, to identify the best way of securing good progress. 

At each stage parents/carers should be engaged with the setting, contributing their insights to assessment and planning. Intended outcomes should be shared with parents/carers and reviewed with them, along with action taken by the setting, at agreed times. 

Links with support services other agencies and local nurseries/schools children will transfer to
The SENCO can liaise with a number of outside support agencies and Health and Social Services.

For example:
Early Years Area SENCO




Early Years Inclusion service




Social Services




Speech Therapist




Physiotherapist




Occupational Therapist

Links with local infants’ schools our children may transfer to have always been strong and staff from these schools can visit our setting during the summer term before the children go on to the Reception year. 

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) for Special Educational Needs  

All staff at the preschool will engage in regular training sessions.  

The SENCO will provide regular CPD to other staff in the preschool in specific aspects of meeting the needs of students with SEND      

All staff have regular CPD meetings. 

The progress of all children including those with SEND is a core aspect of the supervision process.          

Peer support and guidance are available daily for all staff in the pre-school and some of the best training development occurs through professional dialogue with colleagues.  

Complaints procedure
Any complaints regarding SEN provision will be recorded in writing and staff will endeavour to resolve any problems as quickly as possible.

Partnership with parents/carers
Parents/carers will be included at every stage to support children with SEN. Parents will be shown IEPs and asked to sign them and given a copy for their own reference. IEPs are regularly reviewed with parents and all information is confidential. Parents/carers will be encouraged to take an active role in supporting their child’s learning at home. 
Staff are available to discuss progress or concerns at any time with parents/carers.

The DFES SEN guide for parents and carers is available on request.

This policy was adopted on the 1st September 2015
Reviewed November 2024
This policy is to be read in conjunction with our: -
Complaints policy

Equality and Diversity Policy
GDPR and Data Protection Policy
Health and Safety policy

Parent Partnership policy
Although under constant review, an overall review date has been set for September 2025
Appendix A

The Brislington Village Pre-school Local Offer

At The Brislington Village Preschool, all staff are aware of our SEN policy for identifying, assessing, and making provisions for children with SEN. Your child will be allocated a key person who is responsible for your child’s development and will use observations to plan your child’s next steps and assess your child’s development.  From these assessments we can identify any concerns with your child’s development and will share these with you and with your consent, we will contact other professionals if needed.  Likewise, if you have any concerns about your child, you can approach your child’s key person or any member of staff in confidence who will be able to work with you and advise you further.

Your child’s key person will work in partnership with you and your child. This relationship will ensure that we can share knowledge concerning your child and their development. 

We will endeavour to differentiate the setting to enable access that best suits your child, including you in the decision-making.  We work in partnership with the local authority and other external agencies to ensure the best outcomes for your child and the rest of your family.

Every child is unique therefore we plan for your child’s development based on your child’s interests to provide creative learning opportunities that are enjoyable for your child.


We use a program called ‘Famly’ to upload observations of your child that will link directly to you so that you can see how your child is progressing and also allows you the opportunity to comment and add observations yourself. 
The environment your child plays in will be appropriate for their needs and additional support and resources will be supplied as appropriate.

A strong relationship between the preschool and the parent/carer is important to us.  We operate an open-door policy and send out regular newsletters. We encourage parents/carers to come into our setting once their child is fully settled to see how our setting is run.  We have days where we invite parents/carers to attend e.g. Mother's Day celebrations.  Your child’s key person will meet regularly with you to discuss your child’s development and their next steps.   One of our SENCO team Sara Pearce or Mel Malley will also meet with you to discuss and implement any strategies or plans put in place.
We offer settling sessions that will familiarise you and your child with the setting and your child’s key person.  Care routines will be discussed.

Promoting positive behaviour is important to us.  We will also discuss any behavioural concerns we may have with you in order to maintain a consistent approach between home and the setting.

The SENCO has undertaken SEN training and keeps up to date with changes to policies/legislation.

All staff are regularly updated on SEN policy and are given advice and guidance as required.

Our setting has access to a range of external agencies.

All children are included in trips out in the local community.  You are asked for your consent for your child to take part and any needs are identified and planned for together with you.

The preschool (inside) is on one level.  Our outside area has 2 levels. One is at ground level and one is accessed via steps. However, the upper area can also be accessed by a walkway.

The manager and SENCO will work closely with you and other professionals to determine your child’s needs.
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